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Current Trends 


Plans are underway for the introduction of a new ‘‘Solwin Device’’ to the national commercial market. 
The device reportedly is capable of taking energy from the sun and wind to produce electricity and hot 
water in a single operation. Most solar devices already on the market produce either hot water or 
electricity. Charles Hope, president of Solwin Industries, said his solar system is designed to provide 100 
percent of the energy needed to heat a four-person private dwelling. The device is not expected to be 
available to consumers for another two years. 


Business Week reports that Chicago provides its residents the highest standard of living in the world. 
A recent survey by Union Bank of Switzerland set out to compare the earnings in a typical cross 
section of jobs in 45 cities around the world with local prices for more than 100 consumer goods and 
services such as food, rent, transportation and household articles. The survey found that Chicago 
has the most favorable earnings to price ratio. Other American cities in the top 10 included San 
Francisco, Los Angeles and New York. 


A cutback in Federal housing assistance while private housing starts are dropping sharply could throw the 
economy into a tailspin, according to Henry B. Schechter, director of urban affairs for the AFL-CIO. 
Schechter urged a Senate subcommittee to increase Federal housing and community development 
programs to ‘help take up the slack’’ brought on by tight money and high interest rates. He called for 
public housing funding ‘‘adequate to achieve the 300,000 units sought in the administration’s original 
legislative proposal’’ and said the Government should protect workers who become unemployed against 
foreclosure of FHA mortgages. 


Vincent Barabba, director of the Bureau of the Census, says that more than half of all Americans 
have returned the census forms which were distributed nationally a month ago. He said that he is 
confident that the projected 80 percent national response rate will be achieved. Barabba told 
Congress, however, that his agency may seek an additional $25 million in supplemental funds in 
order to send workers into the field to interview those who have not returned the forms. 


The Twentieth Decennial Census was barely underway before the pundits began to issue projections on 
how it would affect the congressional ratio. By law, the House of Representatives must’be reapportioned 
before the 1982 mid-year elections. Early estimates of population shifts indicate that more than a dozen 
seats will shift from the Northeast and Midwest to the South and West. 


Interest Rate Increases for Land Development Insurance 


HUD has increased the maximum interest rate for the Title X land development mortgage insurance 
program from 13 percent to 14 percent. Secretary Moon Landrieu said the increase was necessary to bring 
the interest rate more in line with conventional development loan rates and to assure an adequate supply of 
FHA land development loans. Title X was added to the National Housing Act via the 1965 Housing and 
Urban Development Act to spur sound land-use patterns consistent with a comprehensive plan in areas 
under development. Eligible developers must assure that projects contribute to good living conditions, are 
in keeping with land-use plans and are adequately serviced by public facilities and transportation. 








Saint Paul Ponders Pian for Housing for the 1980’s 


A 21-member planning commission in Saint Paul, Minn. is collecting information to support and solidify 
its housing policy plan called Housing Saint Paul: 1980-1990. The proposal is intended to provide a policy 
framework for housing and related programs in the coming decade. The Saint Paul Planning 
Commission is composed of a mix of private citizens and community leaders who advise the mayor and 
city council on a variety of municipal planning matters. Neighborhood groups, organizations and 
interested individuals have been given an opportunity to present their views on the plan via a public 
hearing. 


According to a spokesperson for the city’s Department of Planning and Economic Development 
(DPED), the plan addresses these major questions, among others: 


* How much and what kinds of new housing construction are required to meet the future needs of Saint 
Paul citizens? 


* What has been the city’s response to its aging housing stock and how can the existing stock be 
maintained? 


* What can the city do to ensure that its residents have the financial capability and opportunity to obtain 
needed housing? 


A summary of the housing plan calls for 10,000 new units to be constructed over the next 10 years. 
Emphasis will be placed on alternatives to single-family , detached homes so that smaller households will 
have opportunities to remain in their neighborhoods and existing houses will be available to families. The 
plan also will emphasize energy efficiency in new construction and in rehabilitation. A concerted effort 
will be made to encourage a major reduction in the use of non-renewal fuels through the application of new 
technology. The plan also cails for: 


* expanding the housing supply for all income levels; 


* giving more attention to maintenance by using educational programs and using the code and inspection 
process more effectively; 


* directing rehabilitation resources toward the improvement of multi-unit structures; and 


* pursuing measures which will provide reasonable access for all residents to decent housing in a suitable 
residential environment. 


Additional information on the Saint Paul housing plan may be obtained from Orlo Otteson, DPED, 1400 
City Hall Annex, 25 West Fourth Street, Saint Paul, Minn. 55102 (612/292-6084). 


Action Grants Go to 45 Areas 


HUD Secretary Moon Landrieu has announced the approval of more than $149.2 million in Urban 
Development Action Grants (UDAG) for 45 metropolitan cities and one urban county. The action creates 
the largest number of UDAG projects for large cities since the program began in October 1978. ‘“The 
UDAG program seems to produce milestones each time awards are made,’’ Landrieu said. ‘“This means 
that more urban areas will be better prepared to deal with the problems of a declining tax base, lack of jobs 

and substantial poverty.”’ 


The cities will undertake 54 joint public-private development projects, backed by more than $625 million 
in commitments of private funding. When the projects are completed in two to three years, an estimated 
17,420 new private-sector jobs will have been created, 5,762 others saved, and positions opened for 
11,240 construction workers. The UDAG program is designed to rebuild the tax base, create jobs, 
revitalize neighborhoods and commercial areas, and attract private investments in cities with severe 
economic and physical distress. 


Two Join HUD as Deputy Assistant Secretaries 


HUD has announced the appointment of two new deputy assistant secretaries. Janet Gabriel Roche has 
been designated as deputy assistant secretary for Public Housing and Indian Programs, and Alexander J. 
Pires has been named deputy assistant secretary for Multifamily Housing Programs. 


Roche, 38, a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Stanford, will be responsible for administering programs 
operated by public housing and Indian housing authorities. As the first director of the Berkeley, Calif. 
Housing and Development Department, she supervised a staff of 130 persons with a budget of $6 
million. Pires, who has been a senior trial attorney for the Department of Justice since 1977, will be 
responsible for administering multifamily programs operated primarily by private owners and developers. 
He is a graduate of Boston University and the George Washington University Law School. 


Secretary Moon Landrieu also announced two other appointments in headquarters and field positions. 
Gershon M. Ratner has been appointed associate general counsel for litigation. Ratner, 37, will work with 
the agency’s most significant law suits. He will coordinate all litigation with HUD and serve as the 
principal officer responsible for coordinating HUD litigation with the Department of Justice. Prior to his 
appointment, Ratner served as deputy executive secretary of the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare (D/HEW). Richard John Franco has been selected as manager of HUD’s Milwaukee Area 
Office. A recent graduate of the Department’s Executive Identification and Development Program 
(EIDP), he will be responsible for carrying out HUD policy and housing programs in the State of 
Wisconsin. He began his career in 1969 as director of contract compliance for the agency’s San Francisco 
Regional Office. 


OILSR Proposes New Regulations on Land Sales Registration 


HUD?’s Office of Interstate Land Sales Registration has proposed new regulations to implement recent 
amendments to the Interstate Lands Sales Full Disclosure Act enacted last year. The regulations will 
benefit both purchasers and developers of unimproved lots, says Patricia Worthy, OILSR administrator. 
**When President Carter signed the amendments into law last December,’’ Worthy said, “‘he strengthened 
consumer safeguards and relieved the regulatory burden on small developers. We at HUD look forward to 
working with Congress, consumers and the land sales industry in perfecting these regulations.”’ 


She said that new consumer rights spelled out in the proposed regulations include the 
following : 


* Lot buyers will have seven days, rather than three, in which to change their decisions to purchase and get 
a full refund of money paid. 


* Buyers will have a longer period in which to sue developers if sales involve fraud or misrepresentation. 


* Developers will be required to list promised utilities and amenities in sales contracts and buyers will be 
able to sue if they are not provided. 


Developers who sell only in the State where the land is located or sell mobile homes and lots as packages 
would be exempted from the law. If small developers have subdivisions in standard metropolitan 
Statistical areas (SMSA’s), the sales they make to residents of the SMSA’s are exempt. Exempt 
developers can sell unimproved land without registering with the OILSR. If a State administers a land sales 
program comparable to the Federal program, HUD may certify that State, and developers registered there 
can satisfy OILSR’s requirements by filing specified State documents with the agency. 


The proposed regulations appeared in Volume 45, Number 62 of the Federal Register, Part VII, March 
28, 1980, at p. 20716. If adopted, the regulations would become effective on June 21, 1980. Additional 
information on the proposed rules may be obtained from John F. Weaver, director, Policy Development 
and Control Division, OILSR, HUD, 451-7th Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20410 (202/755-6314). 





Nuggets 


The month of May has been designated as Older Americans Month and May 8 as Senior Citizens Day ina 
proclamation signed by President Carter. 


HUD Secretary Moon Landrieu told the House Subcommittee on Housing and Community 
Development that the administration is committed to equal housing opportunity and said the goals of the 
1968 Fair Housing Act.can be realized only through “‘substantial strengthening’ of HUD’s fair housing 
effort. ‘‘Significant progress in this area,”’ he said, ‘‘can be achieved with passage of the 1980 Fair 
Housing Amendments.’’ The amendments are now pending in the House Committee on the Judiciary. 


HUD has announced that originations of long-term mortgage loans for 1- to 4-family homes totaled $10. 1 
billion in January , down 23 percent from January 1979. Among the major lenders, home loan originations 
of savings and loan associations decreased 33 percent; mortgage company originations declined 7 percent, 
and those of commercial banks went down by 24 percent. Long-term loans closed during January on 
multifamily residential properties totaled $.8 billion, a decrease of 39 percent from a year earlier. 


The new Department of Education will be inaugurated on May 7, the White House has announced. 
Congress had mandated a deadline of June 3 for the official opening of the 13th Cabinet Department. The 
new agency, created October 17, 1979, brings together 152 educational programs from six Federal 
agencies. Shirley M. Hufstedler has been named the first Secretary of Education. 


The Applied Population Laboratory and the Wisconsin State Data Center have scheduled a national 
workshop on how to plan effective publications and representations based on the 1980 census. The 
workshop will be held in Madison, June 20-July 1, 1980. It is designed for groups that prepare and 
disseminate census findings. 


FYI 


The National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials. . . 1980 Conference on the 
City. . . Pittsburgh, Pa., May 5-7, 1980. Details: NAHRO, P.O. Box 2847, Washington, D.C. 20013 


(202/333-2020). 


The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania. . . Fundamentals of Management for New and 
Prospective Managers. . . Chicago, May 8-9, 1980 (Washington, D.C., June 5-6, 1980, Boston, June 
19-20, 1980). Details: Information Services, University Conference Center, 360 Lexington Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10017 (212/963-7272). 
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